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Whether I’m teaching in the classroom or speaking for a guild, I am constantly asked about  
products that I recommend.  I am fortunate to be exposed to new products and techniques as I 
travel across the country and am able to share what I find with everyone else.   
 
I’ve decided it’s time to make a list of what I enjoy using and recommend.  This is something that 
I can constantly update and keep fresh.  I am not affiliated with any certain product or company 
and have no financial gain or “kick backs” by recommending one product over another...this  
ensures that I am giving you a good honest opinion!  My only affiliation is as a National  
Educator for Superior Threads and I would recommend their thread even if I wasn’t teaching for 
them!   
 
When purchasing products, I always encourage my readers and students to check with their local 
quilt store FIRST to see if it is available for purchasebefore going on the Internet.  It is very  
important that we support our local quilt stores! 
 

SEWING MACHINE  
I use a Juki TL98Q for all of my quilting and piecing and have 
used this machine for 13+ years.  I love the fact that it is all 
metal, has no computer, large arm space, knee lift, thread  
clipper and extension table.  Even the feet are all metal.  They 
have recently come out with the TL2010 model and I have 
used it in the classroom about three times (students’ machines) 
and it seemed wonderful.  They added a 2nd tensioning dial 
that mine doesn’t have, a speed control button and a light-
weight extension table.  This machine is available on-line (two 
sources are www.raichert.com and allbrands.com), may be 
available at your local sewing machine dealer and is easily  
repaired by any reputable sewing machine repair person.   
 

SEWING CHAIR  
 

It is very important that you have a good chair for sewing.  A standard chair isn’t going to cut it.  
You need something that has a good wide seat that extends to your knees; it needs to have an  
adjustable height; needs to swivel and needs to have 5 legs (less chance of tipping over). 
Because my sewing room is very small with limited space a friend recommended that I take the 
back off of my chair to allow more room for chair movement and I love it!  You don’t lean back 
when you sew and it allowed me to shove it underneath my table when I was wasn’t using it thus 
preserving my walk-about space in the room.  Be sure to watch for good sales at your office  
supply store or used supply store. 
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LIGHTING  
Besides having a great sewing machine, the light you use is  
critical.  It’s taken me several years to find the best working light 
combination. You need two kinds of lighting...overall for your 
workspace and direct in the sewing arm area which to me is the 
most important one.   
I discovered Ecolux lighting (www.ecoluxlighting.com) and my  
quilting world has never been the same.  I met Kim Stewart from 
Boise, Idaho last year and she came up with this ingenious light.  It 
is a led-light strip that is permanently fastened to the top of the arm 
of your machine.  The power cord contains the on/off switch and 
the cord may be disconnected  from your machine.  You get a 
beautiful bright light without glare or shadow.  When I am  
traveling and working in a dark hotel room this is often the only 
light I have and I’ve found it is sufficient. This works with any 
size/style of sewing machine and is great for long-arms too. I highly recommend this product! 
 
 

COMMAND CORD HOLDERS  
While we are on the subject of lights and cords, I’ve discovered the 
3M product “Command Cord Holders”.  These are easily found in 
office supply stores, craft stores, Joann’s Fabrics, etc.  There is  
usually a display of them in various shapes and sizes.  These attach to 
your machine with a tab that can be easily and cleanly removed at any 
time with no residue left on your machine.  I have placed several of 
these on my machine to easily channel my cords and also use them in 
the classroom to create new thread guides for decorative threads. One 
of my students uses a larger version on the front of her machine to 
hold her scissors...great idea! 
 

 
THREE FAVORITE TOOLS  
There are three little tools I use to make my life sooo much easier 
when I’m quilting.  The first is The Pin Place/Scissor Spot magnet. 
(one on-line source:  www.store.atlantathread.com). 
I put this on top of my machine and it holds my curved tip scissors and 
my thread pic. This is safe for a computerized machine as 
your machine does not have a hard drive.  You can place 
this magnet anywhere it pleases you. 

 
A good pair of sharp little scissors are very important for machine quilting. My  
favorite is the squeeze-side curved tip scissors from Tool Tron.  
(on-line source:   http://www.tooltron.com/categories/Crafts/Quilting/Scissors-
and-Tweezers-and-Awls).  You can find them in the notion department at most quilt 
stores. 
        continued... 
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And last, but not least, I LOVE the Clover Soft Touch Thread Pic.  Sure wish  
I had invented this little tool!  It has a long, flat handle and a long neck with a 
very tiny hook at the end.  I use this tool to pull up my bobbin thread at the  
beginning/ending of each line.  It slides right underneath your presser foot.  
Also great for pulling snagged threads in a sweater or random loose threads out 
of the middle of your quilt sandwich.  Can be found at most quilt stores.   
(One on-line source is: http://www.clover-usa.com). 

 
QUILTING GLOVES  

I highly recommend wearing some sort of gloves while you are machine 
quilting.  Your hands are too soft and smooth to effectively maneuver a 
quilt through your machine.  My favorites are Machingers.  I have used 
these for many years and love them.  The only down side is that the  
fingertips get gray and dirty looking as the rubber tips pick up the  
different colors in your quilt tops.  This doesn’t rub off on your quilt, just 
looks a bit ucky on your gloves.  Found in most quilt stores...be sure to 
get a size that is comfortable...not too big or too small.   
(One on-line source is: www.daystyledesigns.com/machingers 

 
 
Many of my students also use the quilting gloves sold by Fons & Porter.  You 
may find these at your local quilt store.   
(On-line source is: (www.shopfonsandporter.com) 
 
 

BASTING SUPPLIES 
I still like to baste my quilts the old fashioned way.  I use a 5’ table  
purchased from Office Depot  (on-line source:  www.officedepot.com).   
I prefer the 5’ Real space foldable table 29 x 60 x 30”). 
 
I cut PVC pipe into 12” sections and use these as leg extensions on the  
table to raise it to a good working height.   
 
 

 
 
In order to secure the quilt to the table I use basting clamps purchased from  
Me Sew (on-line source is:  mesew.com).  These are available in some quilt 
stores.  I recommend purchasing two bags in order to have enough for large 
quilts.   
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I also like to use quilt basting pins Size One...these are small enough 
that they are easy to handle and don’t leave a big hole in your quilt.  
You can use either the curved or straight.  These are available in  
almost all quilt stores and there are several manufacturers.   
 
Never buy or use the cheap safety pins found in some department 
stores...they will leave small rust spots in your quilt.  Spend the extra 
$’s and buy the good ones.   A very good investment! 

 
 
You really should use a good tool to close your safety pins...using your  
fingers isn’t an option as you will slice & dice your fingers in short order.  
One of my favorite tools ever is a rug hooking tool available from Joan 
Moshimer.  The website can be found at www.wcushing.com and you are 
looking for the rug hooks selling for $6.00.  You need to email them to  
purchase. 
 

 
Another easily found tool is the Kwik Klip and this can be found in most fabric and 
quilt stores. 
 
 
 

THREADS 
One of my favorite subjects!  Many of you know that I am a National Educator for Superior 
Threads and I love traveling around the country teaching my students how to easily use all types 
of threads in their machines...regardless of the manufacturer.  I use Superior Threads for all of 
my hand and machine quilting needs as I feel they are the best thread manufacturer on the  
market.  The threads I use the most are:  Bottom Line, So Fine, Highlights, Kimono Silk and  
Superior Metallic.  Look for these threads in your local quilt store or you may go on-line to: 
www.superiorthreads.com.  Also visit their “education” section for loads of great information on 
threads and sign up for their on-line newsletter. 
 
 
 

BATTING  
There are so many different battings on the market it almost makes my head spin.  I have a few 
favorites that I highly recommend:  Quilters Dream Cotton, Quilters Dream or Hobbs Wool; 
Quilters Dream Orient, Hobbs Tuscany Silk and Hobbs 100% Cotton-bleached.   
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MARKING PENS  

This is another HUGE subject with soooo many different opinions.  I will share a few of the pens 
I am currently using: 

 
Mark-B-Gone aka Wonder Marker aka EZ International:  These are the blue 
washout markers that have been around forever.  They make a light blue mark on 
light colored fabric and comes out with a complete cold clear-water soak (no soap 
added).  The down side to these markers is you have to be careful not to expose a 
marked quilt to high heat or a chemical such as soap or the mark will turn to a 
permanent brown stain.  They are also not lasting as long as they used to  and  
disappear within days or weeks of marking. 
 

Clover Fine White Marking Pen:  This is a pen I have used for years and use it to mark dark  
fabrics.  It goes on invisible and will show up 8-10 seconds later.  It can be removed by the heat 
of an iron.  I’ve had very good success with this and can find it at most quilt stores. 
 
Stabilo White Marking Pencil:  This is an art-and-craft pencil that I find at 
my local art supply store or at www.dickblick.com.  It comes in many colors 
but only buy the white!!!  The other colors will not come out of fabric.  
This is a very soft lead and can easily mark a white line on your quilt and 
comes out with water.  The down side is that the lead breaks easily leading 

to lots of frustrations.   
 
 
I  also use the Alvin Brass Bullet Sharpener and that can also be  
ordered from Dick Blick.  A great heavy duty, quality sharpener.   
 

 
 
Pilot Frixion Pens:  This is a fairly new pen on the market produced by Pilot.  It 
was never intended to be used on quilts but a quilter somewhere discovered that 
you can mark a quilt and it can be removed with the heat of an iron.  Many of my 
students are using them and love them.   
 
It is my feeling that this is in a HUGE test market at the moment and I advise you 
to proceed cautiously.  The pen will leave a residue which isn’t apparent on light 
colored fabrics…the residue shows up as a faint white line on dark fabrics.  I’ve 
heard mixed reviews on it being removed with a good wash.  The pen does return if exposed to 
cold temperatures such as a freezer.  Most people have laughed as they will never put their quilt 
in the freezer.  One of my students shipped a quilt to Houston for the festival and her  markings 
came back as her quilt was shipped in the cold belly of an airplane...something to seriously  
consider! 
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FAVORITE FABRICS 

 
Of course my most favorite textile to quilt on in the whole world is antique linens...that’s a 
slam dunk!   
 
I love fabrics with texture and  beautiful drape and I’ve found a few favorites~ 
 
Radiance fabric by Kaufman.  This is a cotton/silk blend and is a favorite amongst my  
students.  It is shiny on one side and dull on the other.  Amazing to quilt and wonderful to 
use for garments.  Look for it in your local quilt store.  
(one online source is: www.stitchinpost.com) 
 
Dupioni Silk...this is available at a large number of fabric and quilt stores and 
comes in a variety of colors and textures.   
 
If you are using Dupioni silk in a pieced quilt or as an underlayment in a linen 
quilt, make sure to check for color bleeding!  I will wash and set the color 
with Synthrapol.  This is also readily available in most quilt stores.   
(One online source is:  amazon.com) 
 

 
 
Silk is known for easily raveling...use Fray Block on the raw edges to  
prevent this.  Do not use the little bottle of Fray Check...this becomes yellow 
and hard. This is a June Taylor product and is easily found at most quilt and 
fabric stores.    (one on-line source is: junetaylor.com)   
 
 
 

 
I love to use unusual fabrics and I have been recently joined at my retreats in McCloud by 
Sandi Globus from Fabric of Vision in Ashland, Oregon.  She owns a very small shop but 
is my retreat vendor and everyone loves her.  She is known for carrying beautiful silks and 
very different fabrics that are great for both wholecloth and pieced quilts.  My recent  
favorite are her Dupioni silks from India.  All of my class samples for my design workshops 
are being created with these fabrics and they are very yummy.   
You can find her online at:  fabricofvision.com/ 
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FAVORITE NEEDLES  
 
I use the Organ produced Topstitch needles distributed by Superior Threads that have the titanium 
coating on them.  This coating allows the point to last much, much longer and I actually spend 
much less on needles than I used to!  The other nice feature is if you should break a needle while 
sewing, most of these needles will bend rather than break thus alleviating the chance of getting lit-
tle needle parts into the bobbin area of your machine.  I use the Topstitch 70/10 for my silk and 
very fine threads; the Topstitch 80/12 for my piecing and medium weight threads and the 90/14 for 
my heavier decorative threads.  I am also using the Schmetz Microtex sharp 60 or 70 for my silk 
threads.  The Superior Threads’ needle may be found in your local quilt store or on-line at: 
www.superiorthreads.com. 
 
When I do my beadwork I need to use a very fine needle for the little beads.  My choice is John 
James Sharp #12. 

 
FAVORITE WEBSITES 

 
There are several websites that I love to peruse for inspiration and information….  
here are a few of my favorites~ 
 
Diane Gaudynski:  dianegaudynski.net 
Diane is my hero...I’ve worshiped her work for years and worn out the  
bindings of her books.  I was lucky to have attended her last workshop at Asilomar 
this year.  Enjoy her blog for some GREAT teaching lessons and beautiful photos of 
her work.   
 
Sew Cal Gal:    sewcalgal.blogspot.com 
Darlene puts her heart and soul into this blogspot and I highly recommend it for great 
information and education.  You can tell by the number of followers on her blog just 
how popular she is! 
 
By Annie:  www.byannie.com 
I work with Annie once in awhile in the Superior Threads booth at some of the quilt 
shows.  She is an amazing pattern designer and has lots of goodies to offer.  Her prod-
ucts are good for both the individual quilter as well as stores looking for great patterns 
to sell.   
 
Leah Day Designs:  www.daystyledesigns.com 
In almost every class I teach at least one person mentions Leah’s website.  She is a 
young, enthusiastic and very inspirational quilter who shares some great free motion 
designs and products on her website.   
 


